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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 October 2006 . 
2a)l2I This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1,4-12 and 15-24 is/are Dendino in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1,4-12 and 15-24 is/are rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 22 December 2004 is/are: a)IEl accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonn PTO-1 52. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 4-9, 1 1-12, 15-20, and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kinnunen et al (US 2001/0021649 Al) in view of Boltz et al. (US 6,044,275). 

. Regarding claim 1 Kinnunen teaches a method of sending electronic messages from a 
portable communication device to a selected recipient (see paragraph [0014]). Kimumen teaches 
the sender specifying date information (see paragraph [0019]). Kinnunen teaches retrieving first 
recipient related information from an electronic contact register, the first recipient related 
information being personal date information associated with the recipient (see paragraph [0019]). 
Kinnimen teaches sending a pre-configured (archived) electronic message over a network to the 
recipient based on date information and the first recipient related information (see paragraphs 
[0014] & [0018] - [0019]). Kinnunen does not specifically teach retrieving date information 
from an electronic date determination unit and automatically sending electronic messages. Boltz 
teaches retrieving date information from an electronic date determination unit and automatically 
sending the pre-configured electronic message over a network to the recipient (see col. 4, lines 
63-67 and col. 5, lines 1-8). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to make Kinnunen adapt to include retrieving date information from 
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an electronic date determination unit and automatically sending electronic messages as taught in 
Boltz because the combination would allow for an improved method of creating a birthday 
greeting message, which would be opened only on the receiver's birthday (Kinnunen see 
paragraph [0019]). 

Regarding claim 4 Kinnunen and Boltz teach a device as recited in claim 1 except for 
retrieving second recipient related information from the electronic contact register; and 
automatically sending the pre-configured electronic message over the network to the recipient 
based on the second recipient information. Kinnunen does teach retrieving second recipient 
related information from the electronic contact register; and sending the pre-configured 
electronic message over the network to the recipient based on the second recipient information 
(see paragraph [0019], time or location relates to second recipient information). Boltz does teach 
automatically sending the pre-configured electronic message over the network to the recipient 
(see col. 4, lines 63-67 and col. 5, lines 1-8). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to make Kinnunen adapt to include retrieving 
second recipient related information from the electronic contact register; and automatically 
sending the pre-configured electronic message over the network to the recipient based on the 
second recipient information because the combination would allow for an improved method of 
creating a birthday greeting message, which would be opened only on the receiver's birthday 
(Kinnunen see paragraph [00 19]). 

Regarding claim 5 Kinnunen teaches wherein the second recipient related information is 
a message flag (see paragraphs [0019], time or location relates to second recipient related 
information that is a message flag). 
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Regarding claim 6 Kinnunen teaches prompting a user, after retrieving date and recipient 
related information, about sending the message; and sending the message if the user has accepted 
sending (see paragraph [001 7] and FIG. 2 & FIG. 4). 

Regarding claim 7 Kinnunen teaches retrieving a name of the recipient from the contact 
register; and inserting the name into the message prior to sending (see paragraph [0019] and FIG. 
2). 

Regarding claim 8 Kinnunen teaches sending the message directly to a terminal of the 
recipient (see paragraph [0014]). 

Regarding claim 9 Boltz teaches wherein the message is sent to a remote server, which 
pushes it to a terminal of the recipient (see col. 4, lines 25-32, SMS service center that stores 
message relates to remote server). 

Regarding claim 1 1 Kinnunen teaches wherein the contact register is a register containing 
previously stored information about contacts and how these can be reached (see paragraph 
[0019]). 

Regarding claim 12 Kinnunen teaches a portable communication device for sending 
electronic messages to a selected recipient (see paragraph [0014]). Kinnunen teaches the sender 
specifying date information (see paragraph [0019]). Kinnunen teaches an electronic contact 
register (see paragraph [0019]). Kinnunen a message transfer unit (see paragraph [0014]). 
Kinnunen teaches a pre-configured message store (see paragraph [0018], memory for archiving 
message relates to message store). Kinnunen teaches a control unit configured to use date 
information and first recipient related information relating to a recipient fi"om the electronic 
contact register and effectuate sending of a pre-configured electronic message to the recipient 
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based on the date information and the first recipient related information (see paragraphs [0014] 
& [0019]). Kinnunen does not specifically teach retrieving date information fi^om an electronic 
date determination unit and automatically sending electronic messages. Boltz teaches retrieving 
date information fi-om an electronic date determination imit and automatically sending the pre- 
configured electronic message over a network to the recipient (see col. 4, lines 63-67 and col. 5, 
lines 1-8). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to make Kinnunen adapt to include retrieving date information fi-om an electronic date 
determination unit and automatically sending electronic messages as taught in Boltz because the 
combination would allow for an improved method of creating a birthday greeting message, 
which would be opened only on the receiver's birthday (Kinnunen see paragraph [0019]). 

Regarding claim 15 Kinnunen and Boltz teach a device as recited in claim 4 and is 
rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 16 Kinnunen and Boltz teach a device as recited in claim 5 and is 
rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 17 Kinnunen and Boltz teach a device as recited in claim 6 and is 
rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 18 Kinnunen and Boltz teach a device as recited in claim 7 and is 
rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 19 Kinnunen and Boltz teach a device as recited in claim 8 and is 
rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 20 Kinnunen and Boltz teach a device as recited in claim 9 and is 
rejected given the same reasoning as above. 
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Regarding claim 22 Kinnunen teaches a communication device that is a cellular phone 
(see paragraph [0014]). 

Regarding claim 23 Kinnunen and Boltz teach a device as recited in claim 1 1 and is 
rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Regarding claim 24 Kinnvmen teaches a method of sending electronic messages from a 
portable communication device to a selected recipient (see paragraph [0014]). Kinnunen teaches 
the sender specifying date information (see paragraph [0019]). Kinnunen teaches retrieving first 
recipient related information from an electronic contact register, the first recipient related 
information being personal date information associated with the recipient (see paragraph [0019]). 
Kinnunen teaches sending a pre-configured (archived) electronic message over a network to the 
recipient based on date information and the first recipient related information (see paragraphs 
[0014] & [0018] - [0019]). Kinnunen does not specifically teach computer program product, 
retrieving date information from an electronic date determination unit and automatically sending 
electronic messages. Boltz teaches a computer program product stored on a computer readable 
medium (see col. 4, lines 38-41). Boltz teaches retrieving date information from an electronic 
date determination unit and automatically sending the pre-configured electronic message over a 
network to the recipient (see col. 4, lines 63-67 and col. 5, lines 1-8). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make Kinnimen 
adapt to include computer program product, retrieving date information from an electronic date 
determination unit and automatically sending electronic messages as taught in Boltz because the 
combination would allow for an improved method of creating a birthday greeting message, 
which would be opened only on the receiver's birthday (Kinnunen see paragraph [0019]). 
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Claims 10 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kinnunen et al. (US 2001/0021649 Al) in view of Boltz et al. (US 6,044,275) and Patil (US 
6,625,460 Bl). 

Regarding claim 10 Kinnunen and Boltz teaches a device as recited in claim 1 except for 
wherein contact information about a recipient is first received fi-om a remote server iand then 
placed in the contact register. Patil teaches wherein contact information about a recipient is first 
received from a remote server and then placed in the contact register (see col. 5, lines 60-65). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
make device adapt to include wherein contact information about a recipient is first received from 
a remote server and then placed in the contact register because the combination would allow for 
an improved method of creating a birthday greeting message, which would be opened only on . 
the receiver's birthday. 

Regarding claim 21 Kinnunen, Boltz, and Patil teach a device as recited in claim 10 and 
is rejected given the same reasoning as above. 

Response to Arguments 

AppUcanf s arguments with respect to claims 1, 4-12, and 15-24 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
AppUcant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated fi-om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the date of this 
final action. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Svensson et al. Pub. No.: US 2006/0293068 Al discloses a method for communicating 
messages to an electronic communication equipment. 

Barker Pub. No.: US 2002/0172331 Al discloses a telephone message delivering system 
and method. 

Chin Pub. No.: US 2002/0085689 Al discloses a method and apparatus for remote 
scheduling. 

Bae et al. Pub. No.: US 2002/0086712 Al discloses a method for providing an occasion 
date notification fimction in a phone. 

Wei et al. Pub. No.: US 2002/0123359 Al discloses a.network for information transfer 
for mobile stations. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications firom the 
examiner should be directed to Brandon J. Miller whose telephone number is 571-272-7869. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



January 17, 2007 





